REMINISCENCES

time to this I have, of course, been in the habit of meet-
ing him. Now, it can hardly be considered an invasion
of the courteous restraints imposed on the criticism of
public men still living, if I say that the common im-
pression of Sir William Harcourt is that he is a some-
what masterful and overbearing person, inclined to
magnify his office when he is in office, and not disposed
to put himself out of his way on behalf of persons from
whom he has little likelihood of any return service. I
mention this common impression only because it gives
me an opportunity of saying that my own personal ex-
perience enables me to tell quite a different story.

While Sir William Harcourt was acting as Home
Secretary for the first time, under Mr. Gladstone, it so
happened that the Irish Nationalist members, of whom
I was one, were brought into constant antagonism with
the occupants of the Treasury Bench. Our bitterest
obstruction warfare was carried on under Parnell, dur-
ing the years from 1880 to. 1884 or 1885. Sir William
Harcourt was, after Gladstone himself, the strongest
fighting man on the Treasury Bench. He delighted in
hard hitting, and he did not seem to grumble when he
received hard hits in return. He stood up to Parnell
many a time, and when I summoned up courage enough
to assail him I need hardly say that he gave me a great
deal better than I had brought. During the most heated
period of that warfare I had on three or four occasions
to make application to Sir William Harcourt, as Home
Secretary, for some exercise of his official authority on
behalf of entirely unknown and uninfluential applicants
who knew no other member of the House of Commons.
All that I had to ask of Sir William in each of these
cases was for a slight relaxation of the prison rales
regulating a prisoner's opportunity of communicating
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